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SOFT-ROADER GETAWAY
FORD KUGA IN LESOTHO

The Maletsunyane Falls – the Place 
of Smoke. This waterfall near the small town 
of Semonkong is not only one of the most 
impressive scenes in Lesotho but one of the 
most striking sights in southern Africa. At a 
height of 192m, it is the highest single-drop 
waterfall in Africa.

Why is it called the Place of Smoke? Well, 
as water tumbles over the edge, a smoke-like 
mist is created. 

But it isn’t only the height of the waterfall 
and the smoky haze that make it so impres-
ƐŝǀĞ͘�dŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�ƐĞƫŶŐ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ŝƚ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�
place to visit. 

In this part of the Mountain Kingdom, the 
country truly lives up to its name. Mountains 
surround the waterfall, stretching as far as 
the eye can see. 
�Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůůƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ĮƌƐƚ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�

aware of a massive tear in the countryside, 
ĂƐ�ŝĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŐŝŐĂŶƟĐ�ĐƌĞĂƚƵƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƌŝƉƉĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�
a chunk of earth. As the road bends, the 
waterfall reveals itself. From atop a hill, water 
drops 200m into this unlikely, cauldron-like 
ĐŚĂƐŵ͘�dŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞĞ�ŝƚ͕�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�ƚĂŬĞ�
your breath away. 

I had been to Maletsunyane only once before, 
in May, when winter was fast approaching and 
water levels were dropping, so the waterfall 
wasn’t at its best. This is why I was keen to go 
again in summer, when there was lots of rain.
'ĞƫŶŐ�ƚŽ�^ĞŵŽŶŬŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DĂůĞƚƐƵŶǇĂŶĞ�

&ĂůůƐ�ŚĂƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ͘�dŚĞ�
ƌŽĂĚ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�ʹ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�

even have called it horrible – but as long as you 
ƚŽŽŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ũƵƐƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
any vehicle. Many a maltreated rental vehicle 
has been forced there at the hands of brave (or, 
more likely, misinformed) foreign tourists. 

Now, though, I had been told that driving to 
Semonkong was easy. A tarred road was being 
built that led straight to the town. Moreover, 
ƚŚĞ�ƌŽĂĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�
Semonkong to Qacha’s Nek, making it 
ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƚĞƌ�>ĞƐŽƚŚŽ�
from the Free State near Maseru and travel 
through the country to the border with the 
�ĂƐƚĞƌŶ��ĂƉĞ�ŶĞĂƌ�DĂƚĂƟĞůĞ͘�

This development was certainly worth 
ŝŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ͕�ƐŽ�/�ŚĞĂĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�^ĞŵŽŶŬŽŶŐ�ŝŶ�
ĂŶ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞůǇ�͞ƐŽŌ͟�^hs�ʹ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƌĚ�<ƵŐĂ͘�
EŽǁ͕�ƚŚĞ�<ƵŐĂ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ĐĂƉĂďůĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂĐƚ�
^hs�ďƵƚ�ƐƟůů͕�ŽƵƌ�ƚŽƉͲƐƉĞĐ�dŝƚĂŶŝƵŵ�ƚĞƐƚ�
ŵŽĚĞů�ƐƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ůŽǁ�ƉƌŽĮůĞ�ƚǇƌĞƐ͕�
which made it the perfect guinea pig for this 
trip. It would give us an idea of how a road-
ŽƌŝĞŶƚĞĚ�ƵƌďĂŶ�^hs�ǁŝƚŚ�ďŝŐ�ƌŝŵƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĨĂƌĞ�
in the Mountain Kingdom. 

Heading for the hills 
To get to Semonkong, you need to travel 
through the small town of Ramabanta. It is 
ŽŶůǇ�ϳϬŬŵ�ĨƌŽŵ�DĂƐĞƌƵ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�/�
travelled this road it wasn’t in a great state, so 
ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƚŽ�ZĂŵĂďĂŶƚĂ�ƚŽŽŬ�Ă�ǁŚŝůĞ͘��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�
of this, we decided to spend a night at the 
Trading Post Lodge in the town. 
tŝƚŚ�ŵǇ�ĚĂĚ�ƌŝĚŝŶŐ�ƐŚŽƚŐƵŶ͕�ǁĞ�ƐĞƚ�Žī�

for Lesotho early on a Friday morning. 
tĞ�ůĞŌ�:ŽŚĂŶŶĞƐďƵƌŐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ϬϲŚϬϬ͕�ĂŶĚ�
headed out on the N1. Once through the 
Grasmere Toll Plaza, we took the R57 towards 
sĂŶĚĞƌďŝũůƉĂƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�^ĂƐŽůďƵƌŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
Heilbron. This isn’t the most popular route 
ĨƌŽŵ�:ŽŚĂŶŶĞƐďƵƌŐ�ƚŽ�>ĞƐŽƚŚŽ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�
ƋƵŝĞƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŽĂĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ŐŽŽĚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ͘�
And there aren’t any tolls on this route. 

We stuck to the R57, turning towards 
WĞƚƌƵƐ�^ƚĞǇŶ�ĂŶĚ�ZĞŝƚǌ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ďĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƚĞƌƌŝďůĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ Ɛ͛�ŵƵĐŚ�ďĞƩĞƌ�
now. We then took the R707 towards Lindley 
and Arlington, which wasn’t in great shape, 
and then the R70 towards Ficksburg.
/Ŷ�&ŝĐŬƐďƵƌŐ�ǁĞ�ĮůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�<ƵŐĂ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϱϬƉƉŵ͕�

ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƚ�Žī�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�WĞŬĂ��ƌŝĚŐĞ�ďŽƌĚĞƌ�ƉŽƐƚ͘�
Peka is one of the best entry points into 
>ĞƐŽƚŚŽ�ʹ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƋƵŝĞƚ͘�/Ŷ�ĨĂĐƚ͕�ŶŝŶĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�
out of ten you will be the only people there. 
DĂƐĞƌƵ��ƌŝĚŐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĐŚĂŽƟĐ�ŽŶ�Ă�&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ �ƐŽ�
it is worth entering at Peka. 

From Peka we headed towards Maseru. As 
you approach the city there is a road that turns 
Žī�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ZŽŵĂ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ďǇƉĂƐƐ�
the busy capital. We weren’t sure what state 
the road was in so we didn’t take it, but were 
told later that it is in fact a good tar road.

Maseru was, as usual, very busy. You have 
ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ƉĂƟĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�Ă�&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ �ǁŝƚŚ�
taxis stopping without warning, and motorists 
ĨŽƌĐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁĂǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůĂŶĞ͘�/ƚ Ɛ͛�ďĞƐƚ�ũƵƐƚ�
to relax, keep your head down, turn up the 
ƌĂĚŝŽ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂĸĐ͘�

Lesotho – the Kingdom in the Sky – may be a wonderful overland 

destination, but it’s not a place where compact SUVs and crossovers often 

venture. Until now, that is. A tar road is being built through the heart of the 

country, opening up the interior and making Lesotho accessible to even the 

softest of soft-roaders 
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The Ford Kuga goes 
exploring near Semonkong 
and the Maletsunyane Falls



 

The road to Ramabanta
Eighteen months ago there were roadworks 
on the Maseru-Ramabanta road so I thought 
ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ĚĞĐĞŶƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ͕�ďƵƚ�/�ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ�
ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ũƵƐƚ�ŚŽǁ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ͘��Ɛ�
ǇŽƵ�ƉĂƐƐ�ZŽŵĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�
ŽĨ�>ĞƐŽƚŚŽ͕�ǇŽƵ�Śŝƚ�Ă�ƐŵĂůů�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŐƌĂǀĞů͘�
Once you’re through this, the road turns into 
a driver’s dream – a smooth, sweeping ribbon 
of tarmac that winds its way through the 
stunning mountains. 

We now had an opportunity to see how 
the new Kuga behaved on a challenging road. 
�ŽƵůĚ�ŝƚ�ůŝǀĞ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƉƵƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƉŽƌƚǇ�
predecessor? Since the previous Kuga had an 
ST 2,5-litre petrol mill and excellent handling, 
I had my doubts. But the 2.0 TDCi Kuga 
quickly showed that it can handle a twisty 
road. It didn’t feel as sporty and eager as the 
old 2.5, but it was undeniably fun to pilot 
on a mountain pass. The ride and handling 
were probably geared a bit more towards 

comfort than the previous Kuga’s, but that 
wasn’t necessarily a bad thing. For this sort 
of vehicle, its balance between dynamic 
handling and comfort was spot-on.
dŚĞ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞͬŐĞĂƌďŽǆ�ĐŽŵďŽ�ǁĂƐ�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�

ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ĂĐĐĞůĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐůŽǁ�
ƐƉĞĞĚƐ͘�dŚĞ�<ƵŐĂ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶůǇ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂƐƚĞ�ƟŵĞ�
ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĞĚ͘�

While the road did give us a taste of what 
the Kuga could do, we were soon slowed 
down by the number of trucks, since the 
ƌŽĂĚ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƚĂƌƌĞĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�
Semonkong. And trucks weren’t the only 
problem. There might be a new road, but this 
remains a very rural region, meaning that 
ǇŽƵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ�Ă�ŚĞƌĚ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƩůĞ�Žƌ�ƐŚĞĞƉ�
around any bend. My advice would be: don’t 
ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƚĞ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ďǇ�ƚƌĞĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƚƌĞƚĐŚ�ŽĨ�
ƌŽĂĚ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ƌĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂŐĞ͘�^ůŽǁ�ĚŽǁŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶũŽǇ�
ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƐĐĞŶĞƌǇ͘�
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Ramabanta Trading Post 
Lodge
If you’re planning on heading to Semonkong, 
we’d recommend that you spend a night 
at Ramabanta. The Trading Post Lodge 
boasts truly spectacular views as well as 
comfortable accommodation and excellent 
service. 

With the road now fully tarred from Maseru 
to Ramabanta, the lodge is easy to get to, in 
just about any car. There are few places that 
feel as untouched and remote, yet are so 
easily accessible. The Trading Post Lodge is 
one of Lesotho’s must-visit destinations. 

Website: www.tradingpost.co.za
Tel: +266 2234 0202 o/h; +266 2234 0267 a/h
Cell: 082 773 2180
Email: tradingpost@leo.co.ls
GPS: S29°39’56.98” E27°47’49.43”

The Trading Post Lodge 
Even taking the trucks, animals and pedestrians into 
ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ǇŽƵ͛ůů�ďĞ�Ăƚ�ZĂŵĂďĂŶƚĂ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�
ŬŶŽǁ�ŝƚ͘�dŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƌŽĂĚ͕�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�
quick and easy. We certainly arrived at the Trading 
Post Lodge much earlier than we had expected, 
which gave us the chance to look around.

As its name suggests, the lodge used to be 
a trading post, but it is now a popular tourist 
ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶ͘�/ƚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ�
ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŽ�ĮŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͘��ǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�
Lesotho stays here when he visits Ramabanta! 
,ĂƌĚĐŽƌĞ�ŽīͲƌŽĂĚĞƌƐ�ǁŝůů�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ�ŬŶŽǁ�ŽĨ�ŝƚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�

it is close to the start of the infamous Baboons Pass.     
There’s no electricity in Ramabanta, which means 

the lodge has to use a generator, so there is power 
only between 18h00 and 22h00. But don’t let that 
ƉƵƚ�ǇŽƵ�Žī͘�dŚĞ�ƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ǀŝĞǁƐ�ĂůŽŶĞ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�
dƌĂĚŝŶŐ�WŽƐƚ�ǁŽƌƚŚ�ǀŝƐŝƟŶŐ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚ�ŽŶ�ĐůĞĂŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵĨŽƌƚĂďůĞ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶ͕�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�
and a peaceful night’s sleep.

Fighting through to Semonkong
The road from Ramabanta to Semonkong was one of 
my favourite routes anywhere in southern Africa, so I 
looked forward to the next stage of our trip. But I was 
ĂůƐŽ�ǁŽƌƌŝĞĚ͘�,Žǁ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌ�ƌŽĂĚ�
changed it? When I drove to Semonkong in 2012, it was 
ĂŶ�ƵŶĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚůǇ�ŵĂŐŝĐĂů�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘�^ŽŽŶ�ĂŌĞƌ�ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ�

Ramabanta, the small villages and other signs of human 
ĂĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ŚĂĚ�ĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ͕�ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ďƵƚ�ůŽŌǇ�
ǁŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘��ďŽƵƚ�ŚĂůĨǁĂǇ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
the two towns, I’d stopped and simply basked in the 
quiet and solitude. Lesotho is a small country, but at 
that moment I felt thousands of kilometres away from 
ĐŝǀŝůŝƐĂƟŽŶ͘�/�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŽŶ͘�

As we now hit the road in the Kuga, it didn’t take 
ůŽŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂůŝƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ŚĂĚ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ͘ �
The road I had fallen in love with had disappeared. 
The 50km stretch was nothing more than one long 
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƐŝƚĞ͘�sŝƌƚƵĂůůǇ�ŶŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�
the two towns had been completed. 
�Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĚŽŵĞƚĞƌ�ƟĐŬĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ͕ �/�ŬĞƉƚ�ǁĂŝƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�

things to clear, but they never did. Despite the 
ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ͕ �ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�ĨƵůů�
swing. Workers were everywhere, with diggers and 
other earth-moving equipment busy on all sides. 
And trucks? Well, I’d never seen anything like it. We 
ŽŌĞŶ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�ƐƚƵĐŬ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ĨŽƵƌ�Žƌ�ĮǀĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞŵ͕�ƚƌƵŶĚůŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĞĞƉ�ŝŶĐůŝŶĞƐ͘�
/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘�

Moreover, in some areas the road was actually in 
ǁŽƌƐĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂŶ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�
be blamed completely on the road building. There 
had been a lot of rain, so there were patches of mud 
ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬ͘��ƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�
road was washed away, so we were directed onto a 
temporary track created next to the main road. Locals regularly amble past the Semonkong Lodge with their ponies, donkeys and horses.

The Maletsunyane Falls 
near Semonkong are very 

dramatic, and definitely 
worth a visit. 

SOFT-ROADER GETAWAY
FORD KUGA IN LESOTHO



  4140

KĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͘�
^ŽŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�
ŐŽŶĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŝůů�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ�ŝƐ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�
tar road. There’s no denying that this will be 
a boon to Lesotho as a whole, and make the 
interior of the country far more accessible, 
especially to tourists. But I’d be lying if I 
didn’t admit that I was saddened by the loss 
of that previous gravel road. With a tar road 
stretching between Maseru and Qacha’s Nek, 
this area will no longer be the wonderful 
wilderness of yesteryear. 

The Place of Smoke
�ďŽƵƚ�ƚǁŽ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ�ZĂŵĂďĂŶƚĂ͕�
we arrived at Semonkong. Had the old dirt 
ƌŽĂĚ�ƐƟůů�ďĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ͕�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƵƐ�
ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�
ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨĂƌ�ůĞƐƐ�ĨƌƵƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ͘�
Regardless, we were now in Semonkong and 
ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůůƐ͊
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�ƚŽ�ũƵƐƟĨǇ�

ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌ�ƌŽĂĚ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŶĞĞĚ�ůŽŽŬ�
no further than the Maletsunyane Falls. It 
is a natural wonder that deserves to place 

Semonkong on the tourist map.
The falls are on a dirt road about 9km 

ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŽǁŶ͘�dŚĞ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ďĂĚ�ƐŚĂƉĞ͕�
ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƌĂŝŶ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�<ƵŐĂ�ƚƌĂǀĞƌƐĞĚ�ŝƚ�
without hassle. 

As suspected, the falls were indeed looking 
good. Massive amounts of water tumbled 
ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĚŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Đůŝī͕�ĨĂůůŝŶŐ�ϮϬϬŵ�ŝŶƚŽ�
the gorge below. There is an excellent viewing 
site opposite the falls.

An adventurous diversion is to abseil down 
the waterfall. Semonkong Lodge runs what 

is claimed to be the longest commercially 
operated single-drop abseil in the world – 
ϮϬϰŵ�ŶŽŶͲƐƚŽƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƩŽŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƌŐĞ͘�

If you’d prefer a more sedate experience, 
ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ŐŽ�ƉŽŶǇ�ƚƌĞŬŬŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ŚŝŬŝŶŐ͕�ĞŶũŽǇ�
ŇǇͲĮƐŚŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ Ɛ͛�
ĐŽƵŶƚůĞƐƐ�ůŝƩůĞ�ƚƌĂŝůƐ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�ďŝŬĞ͕�

Žƌ�ŝŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ϰǆϰ͘��ůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�
arranged at Semonkong Lodge. 
KŶĐĞ�ǁĞ͛Ě�ŚĂĚ�ŽƵƌ�Įůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůůƐ͕�ǁĞ�

headed for the lodge. The heavens had 
opened up, and the Kuga faced quite a 
ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ƵƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ŝƚƐ�
ƚƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ĂŝĚƐ͕�ŝƚ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ĂĚŵŝƌĂďůǇ͘�

Back at the lodge, we watched as the 
Maletsunyane River’s water level rose 
ĚƌĂŵĂƟĐĂůůǇ͘ �dŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ƌƵŶƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĚŐĞ͕�
and when the water gets really high, it covers 
the low bridge, making the lodge inaccessible. 
&ŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŽŌĞŶ͘

Like the Trading Post Lodge, Semonkong 
Lodge is a great place for those who want 
to explore Lesotho’s highlands in comfort. 
Thanks to a nearby hydro powerplant, there’s 

electricity in Semonkong 
(except when the river is too 
low to generate power). The 

food is top notch. 
�ŌĞƌ�Ă�ĚĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĚŐĞ Ɛ͛�ďĂƌ�

and restaurant are a perfect spot to unwind 
ĂŶĚ�ƚƌǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂů�DĂůƵƟ�>ĂŐĞƌ͘ ��ŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ Ɛ͛�
ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƵŶƵƐƵĂů�ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ�ĂƩƌĂĐƟŽŶ�ʹ�Ă�ĚŽŶŬĞǇ�
pub crawl. Semonkong Lodge will provide you 
with a donkey and escort you to the town’s 
ĨŽƵƌ�ƉƵďƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�Ă�ƟƉƉůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂůƐ͘

Heading home
�ŌĞƌ�Ă�ŶŝŐŚƚ�Ăƚ�^ĞŵŽŶŬŽŶŐ�>ŽĚŐĞ͕�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƟŵĞ�
to head home, which meant that we once 
again had to tackle that road. Thankfully it 
ǁĂƐ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŶŽ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁĂƐ�
taking place. The road was deserted, much 
ůŝŬĞ�ŝƚ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�/�ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚ�
it. It was somewhat blighted by all the 
ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů�
ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƐ͘�
And the trip back to Ramabanta took only an 
ŚŽƵƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ͊

The new road will undoubtedly make this 
region much busier than it is now, and I’d 
recommend that you visit it soon, before this 
ƌĞůĂƟǀĞůǇ�ƵŶĚŝƐĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ŐĞŵ�ŝƐ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ĮƌŵůǇ�
on the tourist map. 

Above, left: Building a highway through the Lesotho 
mountains is a dangerous task for construction workers.  
Above: Tourists admire the Maletsunyane Falls. 
Left: The impressive tar road being built all the way to 
Semonkong. 

Semonkong Lodge
Semonkong is one of Lesotho’s best adventure destinations. 
Not only does it have the Maletsunyane Falls, where 
you can abseil down a 204m drop, but it also offers 
mountain biking, hiking and 4x4 experiences. 

If you’re looking for insight into Lesotho and its 
culture, Semonkong Lodge also offers pony treks 
into the mountains, during which you sleep over in 
a local village. Through the lodge, you can also go 
pub crawling to the local bars by donkey, and attend 
a unique presentation where you discover the 
true meaning behind those colourful blankets the 
Lesotho people wear.
Website: www.placeofsmoke.co.ls
Tel: +266 2700 6037
Cell: +266 6202 1021
Email: bookings@placeofsmoke.co.ls
GPS: S29°50’35.3” E28°02’36.4”

Camelroc, near 
Fouriesburg
Camelroc is located right outside the 
Caledonspoort border post, a few kilometres 
from Fouriesburg. We stayed there on our 
way back from Semonkong to Johannesburg, 
and were blown away by the beauty of this 
wonderful lodge. 

It gets its name from a local rocky outcrop 
that looks very much like the head of a camel. 

Views from all the chalets are stunning, and 
the self-catering accommodation is clean 
and comfortable. Moreover, its location next 
to the border post makes it ideal as stopover 
on the way to Lesotho. If you’re heading for a 
destination such as Afriski, Camelroc is well 
worth a visit.   
Website: www.camelroc.co.za
Tel: 058 223 0368
GPS: S28 41’ 35.1” E28 14’ 23.4”

Left:  ’M’e ’Masetho Elizabeth Letsie of Semonkong Lodge offers fantastic presentations on the history of 
those colourful Basotho blankets, and the messages contained in the designs. You can book a presentation 
through the lodge. Above: The Kuga is quite a road-oriented SUV, but it is capable off road as well. 
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